
April 20, 2022April 20, 2022

$1.00
Published Wednesdays

in Southport,
North Carolina

stateportpilot.comstateportpilot.com

              THE STATE PORT THE STATE PORT PILOT
A Good Newspaper in a Good Community

Southport  •  Oak Island  •  Boiling Spring Lakes  •  St. James  •  Caswell Beach  •  Bald Head Island  •  Eastern Brunswick County
Sports – 11A

facebook.com/thestateportpilottwitter.com/StatePortPilot

Find us on facebook

INSIDE Obituaries ............6A
Classifieds ...........12B

Pets ................... 8B
Opinion ............. 4A

Tides ................. 15A
Our Town .......... 2A

Police reports ..... ..9A
Sports ................. .11A

‘Neighbors’ program
helps as rates are up

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

The Southport Board of Aldermen created the “Neigh-
bors for Neighbors” program two years ago as a way to help 
people pay their utility bill. The program provided $20 per 
month to qualified senior citizens and other residents to be 
put toward the city’s water/sewer bill. 

Earlier this year the city raised its water and sewer rates to 
help pay for much-needed infrastructure projects, resulting 
in the average bill going up approximately $18 per month de-
pending on usage. As a result of this increase, aldermen de-
cided to put additional money towards the program in hopes 
more people will take advantage of it. 

At its April 14 monthly meeting, the Board of Aldermen 
unanimously agreed to double the amount of money avail-
able through the program, from $20 to $40. 

“Due to the increase in February, the utility bill is up $20,” 
said Teresa Jones, the city’s finance specialist. “That’s based 
on 2,000 gallons average usage. We wanted to get it in-

See Southport, page 6A

Southport aldermen

Sssssspring festival

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer 

Don McGuire became a fire chief at 
just 22 years old, and by the time he 
retired to St. James more than a decade 
ago, there wasn’t much the former New 
Yorker hadn’t accomplished. 

But McGuire managed to find some-
thing else to dive head-first into – the 
building of Fire Station No. 2 – and now 
that project will bear his name for years 
to come. 

St. James Fire Department (SJFD) 
held a dedication ceremony on April 12 
at Fire Station No. 2 to honor McGuire 
for all of his contributions to the com-
munity. SJFD Chief John Dahill and for-
mer president John Young unveiled the 
new “Don McGuire Bell” that has been 

mounted outside of Fire Station No. 2 
in honor of the man who played a huge 
role in getting the department’s newest 
addition built. 

“When I say Don was one of us, he 
spent his career in emergency manage-
ment but you wouldn’t know it,” Dahill 
said. “Don realized what was important 
was what he did when he was here. 
He accomplished a lot in his life, and 
if he hadn’t been cut short he would’ve 
accomplished even more. 

“This bell will be here as long as this 
building is here.” 

McGuire passed away last September 
while serving as SJFD president, leaving 
a sudden void within the department. 
At the ceremony, new SJFD President 
Mike Kiel praised his predecessor for 
not only being a master on the grill, but 

as someone who wanted only the very 
best for the community.

Anyone involved in the St. James 
ground covering fundraisers knows that 
McGuire often was the one behind the 
grill as organizers loaded and unloaded 
truck beds full of pine straw and mulch. 
During his speech, Kiel presented a 
blown up picture of McGuire cooking on 
the grill. 

“He was our grill master,” said Kiel. 
See St. James, page 5A

St. James Fire Department dedication ceremony

Bell rings for McGuire at Station No. 2

Photo by Eliot Duke
Former SJFD President John 
Young rings the bell five times in 
honor of his friend Don McGuire 
following the unveiling.

Oak Island

Young eagle saved but needs friends
By Lee Hinnant

Staff Writer

Schools, businesses and people aren’t the only ones suffering 
effects from viruses. As the COVID-19 pandemic may be wan-
ing, our feathered friends are taking a hit from a different but 
deadly pathogen, state officials report.

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) has been con-
firmed in wild birds and among domestic chicken flocks, and is 
disrupting the food chain and efforts by local wildlife rehabili-
tators to do their jobs efficiently.

A boat owner at Deep Point Marina reported a distressed, 
wet, shaken bird he thought might be a large hawk on March 
26. It was actually a juvenile bald eagle with a hole in its wing, 
said Mary Ellen Rogers of Sea Biscuit Wildlife Rescue. 

The bird was in distress, she said.
Two volunteers used nets and blankets to gently trap and 

bring the bird to the shelter, and Rogers and others took the 
eagle to the River Road veterinarian clinic, where a doctor 
stitched its wing.

The eagle will likely be OK, but because of HPAI Rogers can’t 
See Eagle, page 6A

Photo by Lee Hinnant
This juvenile bald eagle was showing distress and res-
cued from Deep Point Marina. 

The Brunswick County 
Board of Commissioners ap-
proved recommendations 
Monday that will increase sal-
aries and update the county’s 
pay plan structure for all cur-
rent and future employees.

Using new pay plans estab-
lished for general and public 
safety roles, employees will 
receive either a new salary 
using the same pay range 
placement they had on the 
previous plan, or they will 
receive a 7% cost of living 
adjustment to their original 
salary – whichever is greater.

There are no proposed tax 
or rate increases necessary to 
support these recommenda-
tions.

“At the end of the day, this is 
about making sure our coun-
ty has the best team of people 

possible,” Chairman Randy 
Thompson said. “The state 
of the job market these past 
two years has made it difficult 
to fill positions across all sec-
tors – but it’s been especially 
tough for local governments. 
We feel confident these rec-
ommendations will make us 
competitive regionally and 
further support retention ef-
forts among current staff.”

The estimated cost to im-
plement these changes in 
the current fiscal year (which 
ends June 30) is $1.85 mil-
lion. The estimated annual 
implementation cost for fiscal 
year 2023 is $9.78 million. 
Of the fiscal year 2023 figure, 
about $4.4 million will bene-
fit public safety roles and an-
other $1 million will support 

See County, page 6A

Brunswick

County OKs
pay increase
Board chairman: job market has
made it difficult to fill positions
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Photo by Morgan Harper
Southport’s Spring Festival came slithering back this season with hands-on experiences at Franklin Square 
Park that delighted many but frightened a few. Over 160 vendors, live entertainment, arts and crafts and more 
were on display during the two-day event. More photos and coverage is in our Portfolio section.
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Time and Tide
80 years ago

Eighty years ago this week the USO Building in Southport 
was dedicated. That was in April 1942, and that was a war 
year. One headline evidence was “Restrictions On New Sales 
Now”. A big harvest was being made of cornflowers and “Bach-
elor Buttons” that were being cut and shipped from Eastbrook 
Nursery at Phoenix, in northern Brunswick County, to points 
north; commencement programs were in full swing; and there 
was a sample application for a war ration book across the bot-
tom of the front page.

70 years ago
One of the most interesting off-beat stories that ever took 

place here had occurred during the previous week when movie 
actress Jennifer Jones spent several days in Southport without 
having her identity revealed. That was during April 1952. Paul 
Pittenger was directing a 52-voice glee club at Southport High 
School; the Southport-Myrtle Beach Motorboat Marathon had 
been scheduled for early June; and A.H. Gainey Sr. was a can-
didate for the Democratic nomination for N.C. House of Rep-
resentatives.

60 years ago
In our edition for April 25, 1962, there was a front-page pic-

ture of a building project at Boiling Spring Lakes, where a motel 
was under construction. There also was a picture of a sign that 
had been erected on River Road urging visitors to “Visit His-
toric Southport—Last Seaway of the Confederacy … Where the 
Cape Fear Meets the Sea”. Rachel Kye, valedictorian at Bolivia 
High School, had been awarded a nursing scholarship and we 
had her picture on the front page of the Pilot that week.

50 years ago
Floyd Kirby Jr. had commenced construction of a new shop-

ping center at Shallotte to replace the complex that had been 
destroyed in a recent fire. That was a front-page story in the 
Pilot for April 26, 1972. Aubrey Hickman had resigned as chief 
of police for Long Beach. We had a picture of the elevated water 
storage tank at Yaupon Beach, soon to be put to use; and John 
Richards had been named “Jaycee of the Year” at the annual 
banquet of the local organization.

45 years ago
The front-page picture in our edition for April 20, 1977, was 

a collection of paintings to appear in “The Bob Timberlake Col-
lection”, published jointly by the artist and television newsman 
Charles Kuralt. Construction was under way on the govern-
ment center near Bolivia. Loyalty Day, a celebration sponsored 
by VFW Post 10400, was scheduled to be held in Boiling Spring 
Lakes; and Timothy Mark Owens, a senior at South Brunswick 
High School, had been named a recipient of the Dr. William S. 
Dosher Scholarship to The Citadel.

40 years ago
The front-page photo in the Pilot for April 21, 1982, showed 

surfers in action, although the water temperature was in the 
mid-50s. A forest fire in Boiling Spring Lakes had destroyed 
2,000 acres of timberland and had threatened 30 homes be-
fore being brought under control. Mrs. Edythe Smith had 
been honored for her 27 years of service to Waccamaw Bank/
UCB; and two public meetings for opponents of the proposal to 
change the term of state legislators from two to four years had 
been held in the county.

35 years ago
Michel Burton of Leland Middle School had won the Bruns-

wick County Spelling Bee for the second time and was going 
to Washington, D.C., to compete in the national contest. Local 
competition was sponsored by The State Port Pilot. Finishing 
touches were being made to the village chapel at Bald Head Is-
land, although it had already been dedicated on Easter Sunday; 
and a sunrise service at the foot of Old Baldy lighthouse had 
ushered in the day.

30 years ago
It was April 15, 1992, and the movie “Amos and Andrew” was 

to be filmed in Southport later in the month. A capital improve-
ment committee had been formed by the Long Beach town 
board; completion of the Yaupon Beach wastewater treatment 
system had been delayed by perhaps a year because of permit-
ting problems with the state. Southport firefighters had sold 
over 2,000 plates of barbecue in their project to preserve the 
old fire engine; and Cape Harbor Drive was being reworked to 
better drain the neighborhood.

25 years ago
It was April 16, 1997, and towering Uncle Sam appeared in 

our front-page photo that week in a Fourth of July parade that 
was part of the filming of “I Know What You Did Last Summer”. 
Southport aldermen meantime were considering guidelines for 
future filming that would establish fees for use of city personnel 
and equipment. Southport aldermen were recommending that 
fire and rescue tax districts be established by the county; and 
Dosher Memorial Hospital received state approval to operate a 
60-bed skilled nursing facility.

20 years ago
It was April 17, 2002, and the community had enjoyed a big 

weekend. Our front-page photo was from the Kiwanis Azalea 
Festival—a bridge between the Robert Ruark Chili Cookoff 
and the present Spring Festival, and our “Neighbors” feature 
covered the annual Dosher Memorial Hospital Health Fair. 
Oak Island council members were considering purchase of a 
25-acre tract on Fish Factory Road for a wastewater sprayfield; 
and we had a report from Sunset Harbor that incorporation 
was being considered.

15 years ago
The furor over Brunswick County’s revaluation of property 

for tax purposes continued in our April 18, 2007, edition, with 
Caswell Beach joining the fray as well as Southport, which had 
seen an average 96- percent rise in four years. One speaker 
blamed irrational house-pricing; asking figures had skyrocket-
ed, he observed, “but nobody’s really paying the price.” State 
Rep. Bonner Stiller and Rep. Dewey Hill were seeking a ban 
on menhaden fishing within three miles of shore; and the St. 
James Service Club had netted $25,000 for charity purposes.

10 years ago
Brunswick County commissioners had weighed-in on the 

sea-level rise debate, passing a resolution to halt state policy 
changes until “scientific proof” of such a phenomenon emerged. 
The action cited “exaggerated sea-level projections” made by 
the Coastal Resources Commission’s Science Panel on Coastal 
Hazards. Producers of the movie “Safe Haven”, based on Nich-
olas Sparks’s novel that was set in Southport, had chosen this 
locale for filming. “We want it to look like what it already looks 
like,” the film’s set designer declared. Pat Thomas (Southport) 
and Jeff Repp (Boiling Spring Lakes) had taken their positions 
as city manager; Oak Island was mourning the death of police 
officer Loren Lewis, an 18-year veteran who had died of natural 
causes at age 46; the City of Southport had decided to keep the 
Fort Johnston tennis courts and pay $40,000 to have them re-
surfaced and relined.

5 years ago
Hundreds of celebrants marked the 200th birthday of Old 

Baldy, the state’s oldest standing lighthouse and an icon of Bald 
Head Island. Caswell Beach town commissioners unanimously 
agreed to increased rules about protection and maintenance of 
areas zoned for conservation. Glenn Bailey of West Jefferson 
and Brennan Liming of Cary were the male and female winners 
in the eighth annual Spring Festival 5K run. Brunswick Com-
munity College men’s baseball team extended its school-record 
consecutive win streak to 18.

More letters

Continued from page 1A
“He made one heckuva hotdog. 

“When I think of Don, I think of the picture 
of him at the (Station No. 2) groundbreaking 
that we have on the (department’s) website,” 
said Kiel. “He was meticulously involved in 
every detail and aspect of the construction of 
this building. He was focused on making this 
the best possible station for our St. James 
community.”

Former SJFD Chief John Young worked 
side-by-side with McGuire on the new station 
project and said, at the time, nobody knew 
in to what they getting involved. Young, who 
rang the bell in honor of his friend following 
the dedication ceremony, said McGuire left 
nothing to chance - and no stoned unturned - 
when it came to the building’s construction. 

“I remember the day we decided to build 
this place,” Young said. “We needed someone 
to steer it, and I asked Don to take it over. 
He said he would but little did he know what 
a major project it would be for him. Don 
worked so diligently to get those guys to build 
it - and build it the way it should be. He was a 
go-getter. 

“Even the people who built this building en-
joyed working with him. He got things done.”

McGuire became the building’s project 
manager: selecting the builder, reviewing bids 
and overseeing construction. Fire Station No. 
2 took approximately 18 months to complete 
before opening in June 2019. 

“This was a great loss for his friends, his 
family, and the brotherhood and sisterhood 
with this department,” said Dahill of Mc-
Guire’s death. “From the point we broke 
ground, he did everything related to this 
building. We have been very fortunate to have 
presidents who cared more about the well 
being of the fire department than their own 
egos.”

McGuire’s daughter, Cathy McGuire-Groft, 
made the trip from Delaware to attend the 
April 12 ceremony. 

“He loved this place,” McGuire-Groft said. 
“If he was here, the first thing we would do is 
thank all of the volunteers for their service. He 
would really focus on that, especially for the 
service this morning. 

“This was his life. He was a very young fire 
chief, and his whole career was dedicated to 
safety and volunteering for the community.”

Photos by Eliot Duke
St. James Fire Department Chief John Dahill explains how the Don McGuire Bell mounted outside Fire Sta-
tion No. 2 honors the man who played a huge role in getting the department’s newest addition built.

St. James: bell honors memory of McGuire

Continued from page 4A
nity where residents make good choices. Few of us smoke, but 
if you do, don’t smoke around any flammable material or dis-
card cigarettes or cigars thoughtlessly. As a mature community, 
there are few children living here. Most of us seniors don’t play 
with matches.

The majority of recent fires involve aging appliances. If you 
have concerns about yours, have someone check them out. The 
other culprit is lightning strikes. There is no true way to prevent 
Mother Nature from these occurrences.

As I’ve stated, common sense should rule your choices. Take 
a look around your house for other concerns … extension cords 
under rugs, overloaded circuits, flammable materials stored in 
garages or crawl spaces, etc.

If residents have questions, we are always there for them.  
John Dahill, Fire Chief
St. James Fire Department

Greenway
Really good option

To the Editor:
The East Coast Greenway (ECG) is a walking and bicycle 

route that stretches from Maine to Florida. It has been mapped 
out along existing roads and is making the transition piece by 
piece to a multi-use greenway for non-motorized use.

Currently the ECG is a marked route in Brunswick County, 
entering from the north by way of the Ft. Fisher ferry and con-
tinues down N.C. 211 to Stone Chimney Road. The Cape Fear 
Rural Transportation Planning Organization recently complet-
ed a study of how the N.C. 211 segment of the ECG could be 
transformed into a greenway.

Using citizen input, the study has proposed segments that 
would connect neighborhoods and places of interest, allowing 
bicyclists and pedestrians to travel out of the flow of vehicular 
traffic.

Because Brunswick County’s future as well as the surround-

ing municipalities involves intensive growth, it is imperative 
we explore all the options to alleviate traffic congestion and to 
make travel safer.

Greenways are transportation options that need to be includ-
ed in our comprehensive plans. To learn more about the ECG, 
please stop by Franklin Square Park on April 30 between 8:30 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

Information will be available about the ECG as a part of 
Southport NatureFest. Visit greenway.org for the background 
info and plans for the entire ECG.

Lora Sharkey
Southport

SPECIAL 
EVENT!
Be Hair FREE, 
Carefree for summer!

All Attendees can register to win a 
FREE PAINLESS laser hair removal package!

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING:
Buy one laser hair removal package, get

 a 2nd area for ½ price!
Let us show you that laser hair removal

does not have to hurt!
RSV P by ca l l ing 910 -477-9038

or by email  info@liveoakmedspa.com

Hosted by 
Cartessa Aesthetics
Live Oak Med Spa

April 21, 2022 5pm-7pm
Join us for Champagne 

& hors d’oeuvres

409 North Burrington Ave. | Southport, NC 28461
910-454-4513 | banderaarchitecture.com

a r c h i t e c t u r e

Serving
Brunswick
County for
20 years!

910-457-0957
1OPEN

7 DAYS
10-5ish

113 South Howe Street • Downtown Southport, NC
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