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The following vessels are 
scheduled to pass through 
the harbor during the 
coming week en route to the 
State Port in Wilmington. 
The schedule is updated at 
deadline, but remains subject 
to change. Import and export 
information not listed unless 
specified. 

April 13 
Solidarnosc, 590 feet, gen-

eral cargo.
K-Storm, 456 feet, contain-

er cargo.
Zim Newark, 856 feet, con-

tainer cargo.
Galani, 580 feet, general 

cargo. 
April 14 

Galani, 580 feet, general 
cargo. 

Polar Mexico, 754 feet, con-
tainer cargo.

Tucana J, 458 feet, contain-
er cargo.

Hansa Salzburg, 574 feet, 
general cargo.

April 15 
Independent Quest, 721 

feet, container cargo.
Antwerpen Express, 1204 

feet, contianer cargo.
April 16 

Pacific Sipke, 613 feet, 
sgenral cargo. 

Antwerpen Express, 1204 
feet, contianer cargo.

April 17 
Pacific Sipke, 613 feet, 

sgenral cargo. 
Antwerpen Express, 1204 

feet, contianer cargo.
Tianping, 1095 feet, con-

tainer cargo.
CMA CGM Liberia, 363 

feet, container cargo.
April 18 

Tianping, 1095 feet, con-
tainer cargo.

CMA CGM Liberia, 363 
feet, container cargo.

April 19 
Shanghai Express, 1202 

feet, container cargo.
April 20 

Shanghai Express, 1202 
feet, container cargo.

Aldebaran J, 458 feet, gen-
eral cargo. 

April 21 
Shanghai Express, 1202 

feet, container cargo.
Aldebaran J, 458 feet, gen-

eral cargo. 
Maersk Niamey, 688 feet, 

container cargo.

North Carolina Association 
of County Commissioners 
(NCACC) hosted the ARPA 
& Opioid Funding Strategy 
Summit for North Carolina’s 
county and state leaders on 
March 28-29. The summit 
was held to help strategize on 
the upcoming opportunities 
and demands associated with 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) and national 
opioid settlement funds.

Brunswick County Com-
missioner Frank Williams, 
who serves as NCACC 
President, presided over 
much of the summit. Keith 
Holden, CEO of Brunswick 
County-based FOCUS Broad-
band, participated in a panel 
discussion on expanding 
broadband access through 
ARPA funding.

The summit provided 
attendees an opportunity to 
hear educational presenta-
tions and guest speakers such 
as U.S. Rep. Kathy Manning, 
N.C. Rep. Jason Saine, 
N.C. Attorney General Josh 
Stein, N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Kody Kinsley and 
award-winning author of 
Dreamland, Sam Quinones.

“The ARPA and national 
opioid settlement funds pres-
ent counties with incredible 
opportunities to positively 
impact the lives of North Car-
olina’s citizens,” said NCACC 
President Williams. “Our 
association is committed to 
helping counties be good 
stewards of these resources. 
During the Funding Strat-
egy Summit, we discussed 
the importance of adopting 
a strategic approach to 
maximize the impact of these 
funds, as well as provide 
technical guidance and 
assistance needed for county 
commissioners to effectively 
utilize these funds while com-
plying with all the pertinent 
rules and regulations.”

N.C. Rep. Saine shared 
about the passage of the state 

budget and the opportunities 
for counties to leverage state 
funds for long-term invest-
ments, noting that “having 
expertise and technical 
assistance is incredibly im-
portant.”

The NCACC recently 
announced the launch of 
Strategic Member Services, a 
new initiative to support N.C. 
counties’ heightened load of 
administrative duties due to 
ARPA and national opioid 
settlement funds. NCACC 
Strategic Member Services 
assists counties in the areas 
of:

n Strategic planning and 
collaborative conversations.

n Federal compliance stan-
dards and eligible projects.

n Project and grant man-
agement. 

n Subrecipient monitoring 
and oversight.

n Community outreach 
and communications.

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

In its search for a new 
emergency management 
services (EMS) operations 
assistant chief, St. James 
Fire Department (SJFD) 
turned to a familiar face and 
named Karen Deegan to the 
position. 

Deegan joined the depart-
ment 12 years ago when she 
made the decision to pursue 
EMS after her husband 
passed away.  Her work 
ethic – both with SJFD and 
Southport Fire Department, 
where she serves as a captain 
– and her experience made 
the Long Island native an 
easy choice for Chief John 
Dahill. 

“I was lucky Karen wanted 
to accept this position,” 
Dahill said. “It’s a pain in 
the neck. It’s a lot of work 
and it’s a lot of hassle, but 
she has been an officer with 
this department for quite 
awhile. She also volunteers 
in Southport, and that makes 
her experience level that 
much higher. I’m happy to 
have her.” 

Deegan replaced former 
assistant EMS chief Bill Bell, 
who is moving to Hender-
sonville after serving in the 
role for 18 months. Bell and 
Deegan have worked togeth-
er for more than a decade. 

“She is absolutely won-
derful,” Bell said. “She is the 
perfect person for this job.

“I’m looking forward to 
the move, but am regretting 
leaving the EMS. I’ve done it 
a long time and it brings a lot 

of satisfaction. 
“I’ll miss it.”
When she lost her hus-

band, Deegan enrolled in 
Master Gardening and EMS 
classes. She fell in love with 
emergency management 
services and jumped head 
first into the long hours of 
volunteer service. After a doz-
en years on the job, Deegan 
says she thinks she’s up for 
this next challenge. 

“I’m excited about it,” said 
Deegan. “I’m nervous. It’s 
a big responsibility, but I’m 
excited and kind of proud of 
from where I’ve come.”

Deegan’s promotion also 
marks the first time a woman 
will serve as an assistant chief 

at the SJFD, and Dahill said 
she is well deserving of the 
new position. 

“I think it’s long overdue,” 
Dahill said. “We have a num-
ber of female members and 
they should have represen-
tation.”

While cognizant of the 
honor, Deegan said she sees 
the department as one unit 
that is dedicated to serving 
the public. 

“I don’t think (having a 
female as assistant chief is) 
the biggest part of this,” said 
Deegan. “It is cool, but we 
work so much as a team, we 
really don’t segregate as far 
as male/female. We work 
together, all of us.”

Deegan will take the reins 
of an EMS operation that 
is in dire need of additional 
volunteers. The number 
of people available to the 
department has dwindled in 
recent years as the communi-
ty’s population - and result-
ing call volume - continue to 
grow. 

“The amount of people 
we have is our biggest 
challenge,” Deegan said. 
“Every one of us is on (duty) 
every fifth night. It cramps a 
little bit and makes it a little 
more difficult for people to 
lead their normal lives. Our 
pagers are on every night. 
The calls are going way up, 
the population is up and it’s 
been extremely busy. It’s a 
challenge for all of us, but 
the department is awesome. 
Everyone steps up and 
people do what they need to 
do. I’m really proud to be a 
part of it.” 

The department maintains 
an open invitation to any 
St. James residents who are 
interested in volunteering 
for the EMS division. All 
someone needs is a desire to 
serve others.

“It’s a way to give back to 
the community and help oth-
er people,” said Deegan. “It’s 
a way to feel at the end of the 
day like you’ve done some-
thing good. We always need 
help for EMS. You don’t need 
any qualifications to start -  
we train everybody from the 
get-go. We’ll provide a way 
for them to get their classes, 
and once they’re on, they’re 
one of us. We need people.” 

St. James

Deegan new EMS assistant chief

Photo by Eliot Duke
St. James Fire Department Chief John Dahill wel-
comes new emergency management services (EMS) 
operations assistant chief Karen Deegan.

FOCUS CEO Keith Holden addresses NCACC

Summit focuses on ARPA funding

Keith Holden, left, CEO of Brunswick County-based FOCUS Broadband, partici-
pated in a panel discussion on expanding broadband access through ARPA fund-
ing at the NCACC summit that was presided over by Brunswick County Commis-
sioner Frank Williams, right, president of the NCACC. 
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